
The composition of SFCs should be mainly elected fishermen and a few appointed
officials from the ministry and/or local authority. They must be properly funded by
Central Government and be given powers to make by laws and to direct enforce-
ment officers. It is vital that they be kept ‘local’ both in membership and responsi-
bility. Management generally should follow the successful Norwegian/Icelandic
systems.

British Sea Fisheries Officers, employed and trained by the government minister’s
department and directed by SFCs, should be principally responsible for enforce-
ment of fishing laws and bye-laws.

Policing our fishing grounds out to the 200-mile limit and/or the median line will
require considerable deep sea effort which can only be provided by the Royal
Navy. Naval officers in ships deployed for Fishery Protection duties will require
training and must be given powers equivalent to British Sea Fisheries Officers.
Currently, the Royal Navy has neither the ships nor sailors to provide the effort
required and we must prevail on the Ministry of Defence to provide sufficient Mine
Countermeasures ships capable of dual purpose minesweeping and fishery patrols.

We must oppose absolutely any British involvement in the proposed EU
‘Coastguard’, which can only be regarded as an embryo EU Navy.

Measures to restore the fishing industry and to make it financially viable

Europe and, indeed, the world, is incredibly ‘fish hungry’. Once we have reasserted
national control over British fishing grounds and instituted sustainable controls,
fish stocks will recover quite quickly. With foreign vessels subject to fairly strict
licensing rules, competition will be reduced and market forces will persuade
British owners to rebuild their fleets and this will have a beneficial effect on boat
building and repair, marketing and fish processing.

To begin with there will probably be a qualified manpower shortage. To alleviate
this shortage, UKIP advocates the establishment of a Sea Fisheries College, which
would give courses up to degree standard to qualify skippers, fisheries officers and
fishing scientific officers. We would also establish a Fisherman’s Training School
to train deck and engine room crews as part of an apprenticeship scheme.
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